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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



1. Claims 1-5, 10-15, 20-24, 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by Hite et al. (US 5774170). 
Claim 1, Hite discloses a system comprising: 

A receiver (Fig. 1 , el. 400 and Fig. 5) to receive a broadcast stream and 
recorded media; and 

A unit (Commercial processor 438) to compare a priority indicator (CID code) 
in the broadcast stream (the broadcast with a code containing in the break) and a 
priority indicator (CID code stored in the storage Ad Queue) in the recorded media, 
the unit permitting insertion of the recorded media into the broadcast stream when 
the priority indicators in the recorded media are higher than in the broadcast stream 
and delaying insertion when the priority indicators in the recorded media are lower 
than in the broadcast stream (Col. 6, lines 60 - Col. 7, lines 51). 

Claim 2, Hite further discloses wherein the priority indicators are numbers, 
letters or symbols in the broadcast stream and in the recorded media is further met 



States. 
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by Hite in which the CID code must be coded by numbers, letters or symbols 
according to the provider's operator. 

Claim 3, Hite further discloses "wherein the recorded media and the 
broadcast stream are the same media" reads on transmitted on the same 
transmission carrier (Col. 5, lines 51-62). 

Claim 4, Hite further discloses "wherein the recorded media and the 
broadcast stream are different media" reads on transmitted on different transmission 
carrier (Col. 5, lines 51-62). 

Claim 5, Hite further discloses "wherein an event triggers the recorded media 
insertion into the broadcast stream" reads on by detecting of the CDI code 
embedded within the broadcast stream and comparing the embedded CDI code and 
the CID previously store. If there is a match, the recorded media (commercial) is 
inserted into the received broadcast stream and displayed (Col. 6, lines 27-35). 

Claim 10, Hite further discloses wherein the receiver is part of a television 
system or radio system (see Fig. 5). 

Claim 1 1 , Hite discloses a method of inserting recorded media into a 
broadcast stream, the method comprising: 

Transmitting a broadcast stream and recorded media to a receiver of a 
broadcast system, the broadcast stream and the recorded media containing one or 
more priority indicators (Col. 5, lines 40-Col. 7, lines 51); and 
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Comparing priority indicators (incoming CID code) in the broadcast stream 
with priority indicators (CID code stored in the storage Ad Queue) in the recorded 
media (Col. 7, lines 24-31); and 

Inserting the recorded media into the broadcast stream when the priority 
indicators in the recorded media are higher than in the broadcast stream (substitute 
the default Ad with the addressed Ad) and delaying inserting (do not substitute the 
default Ad) when the recorded media into the broadcast stream when the priority 
indicators in the recorded media are lower than in the broadcast stream (Col. 6, lines 
60 -Col. 7, lines 51). 

Claim 12 is analyzed with respect to claim 2. 

Claim 13 is analyzed with respect to claim 3. 

Claim 14 is analyzed with respect to claim 4. 

Claim 15 is analyzed with respect to claim 5. 

Claim 20 a system (Fig. 1) comprising: 
A server (Fig. 2); 

A set top box (Fig. 5) coupled to a server; 

A receiver 410 in the STB (Fig. 5) to receive a broadcast stream and recorded 

media; 

A transmitter 444 in the receiver (Fig. 5) to transmit the broadcast stream and 
the recorded media to a TV receiver 450; and 
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A unit (commercial processor438 in the STB to compare one or more priority 
indicators (incoming CID code) in the broadcast stream and in the recorded media 
(Col. 7, lines 24-31), the unit permitting insertion of the recorded media into the 
broadcast stream when the priority indicators in the recorded media are higher than 
in the broadcast stream (substitute the default Ad with the addressed Ad) and 
delaying insertion when the priority indicators in the recorded media are lower than 
in the broadcast stream (Col. 6, lines 60 - Col. 7, lines 51 ). 

Claim 21 is analyzed with respect to claim 2. 

Claim 22 is analyzed with respect to claim 3. 

Claim 23 is analyzed with respect to claim 4. 

Claim 24 is analyzed with respect to claim 5. 

Claim 26, is further analyzed with respect to claim 1 in which "a machine 
readable storage medium tangibly embodying a sequence of instructions 
executable by the machine to perform a method for inserting recorded media into a 
broadcast stream" is inherently met by Hite 1 system because Hite 's system must 
have at least memory/storage media, i.e., RAM and hard drive, that has software to 
perform the function as described. 

Claim 27 is analyzed with respect to claim 2. 

Claim 28 is analyzed with respect to claim 3. 

Claim 29 is analyzed with respect to claim 4. 

Claim 30 is analyzed with respect to claim 5. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 6, 16, 25 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hite et al. (US 5774170) in view of Handelman (US 5414773). 

Claim 6, Hite does not disclose the event includes notification that an e-mail 
message has arrived. 

Handelman discloses the event includes notification that an e-mail message 
has arrived (Col. 10, lines 13-28). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Hite with 
Handelman so to notify user of new incoming mail while viewing the television 
program. 

Claim 16 is analyzed with respect to claim 6. 
Claim 25 is analyzed with respect to claim 6. 
Claim 31 is analyzed with respect to claim 6. 

3. Claims 7, 19 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hite et al. (US 5774170) in view of Thurlow et al. (US 5796394). 
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Claim 7, "wherein a signal is programmed by a time mark, the time mark 
synchronizing the recorded media insertion with the broadcast stream" reads on the 
time-stamp embedded within the broadcast data stream in which video processor 
unit 444 uses the time-stamp information provided with the broadcasted data 
stream, in a conventional manner, for synchronizing the MPEG output of video/audio 
with the recorded media (commercial) so to display as disclosed. 

Hite does not disclose a signal that is needed to change the priority indicator 
of the media insertion. 

Thurlow discloses a signal that is needed to change the priority indicator of 
the media insertion (Fig. 6-9; Col. 9, lines 15-Col. 15, lines 65+); Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Hite with Thurlow so to allow user to create/edit rule for selectively 
inserting recorded media/text/message into the broadcast stream for displaying to 
the user. 

Claim 19 is analyzed with respect to claim 7. 
Claim 35 is analyzed with respect to claim 7. 

4. Claims 8-9, 17-18, and 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Hite et al. (US 5774170) in view of Bullock et al. (US 5070404). 

Claim 8, Hite does not disclose using a pilot tone or watermark as priority 
indicators. 
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Bullock discloses the use of cue code wherein each cue code comprises four 
DTMF tones as Indicator (Col. 6, lines 43-Col. 7, lines 25). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Hite with Bullock so to take the advantage of the uniqueness of each cue 
code for determining the presence of the stored data having an identifier 
corresponding to the cue signal and for providing an indication to the user of the 
presence of the stored data (Col. 2, lines 1-6). 

Claim 9, Hite does not clearly disclose wherein the priority indicators are 
assigned to the recorded media insertions by a user of the system. 

Bullock further discloses the priority indicators are assigned to the recorded 
media insertions by a user of the system (Col. 4, lines 38-50). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Hite with Bullock so to have an operator to assign the priority 
indicators to the recorded media insertions when it is needed. 

Claim 17, "the priority indicators are embedded into the broadcast stream 
using a pilot tone or watermark" is analyzed with respect to claim 8 and Bullock 
further discloses wherein the broadcaster my assign a plurality of priority indicators 
to different segments of a broadcast stream (Col. 6, lines 60-65+). 

Claim 18, Hite does not clearly disclose wherein the broadcaster may assign 
a plurality of priority indicators to different segments of a broadcast stream based on 
a subdivision or geographic area. 
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Bullock discloses the broadcaster may assign a plurality of priority indicators 
to different segments of a broadcast stream based on a subdivision or geographic 
area (Col. 7, lines 65-Col. 8 f lines 6), the plurality of priority indicators allowing 
broadcasters to sell advertising space for the particular subdivision or geographic 
area. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Hite with Bullock so to control the distribution 
of commercial according certain jurisdictions. 

Claim 32, "the priority indicators are embedded into the broadcast stream 
using a pilot tone or watermark" is analyzed with respect to claim 8 and Bullock 
further discloses wherein the broadcaster my assign a plurality of priority indicators 
to different segments of a broadcast stream (Col. 6, lines 60-65+). 

Claim 33 is analyzed with respect to claim 18. 

Claim 34 is analyzed with respect to claim with claim 9. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bellamy (US 6209025) shows an integrated video system. 

Hite et al. (US 6002393) shows a system and method for delivering targeted 
advertisements to consumers using direct commands. 

Farmer (US 5822018) shows a method and apparatus for normalizing signal 
levels in a signal processing system. 



Conclusion 
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Marsh et al. (US 5848397) shows a method and apparatus for scheduling the 
presentation of message to computer users. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is 703-308-7372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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